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Dear Mr. Safire: 

I was deeply heartened to see your riposte to the shallow ethics 
of the Times editorial about the valor and value of Dr. Clark’s 
struggle to live. How can anyone but Barney Clark speak to that 
choice’? I agree with every word you wrote! 

Sharing that ethical ground I believe you will agree with me about 
the tragic social and political di lemma that this technology poses. 
When it is perfected it will affect the outcome of many more lives 
per year than the 50,000 indicated by primary cardiomyopathy. The 
costs will be multiplied by the surgical opportunities enabled for 
patients who would otherwise have expired. ( S(i (1;. $10 B or so in 
anntial increments of health expenditure is dwarfed by today’s 
health budget, much of which is spent on less fruitful measures .) 

When I wrote about this 16 years ago, I thought we’d move a decade 
faster than we have: I believe more for cultural hesitation than 
technological difficulty. lleanwhile we have not really had a 
focusscd debate on how much medical technology is in the social 
contract. I know how I would vote; but lest we slide into a new 
social charter by inadvertence, I hope you will attend to’this 
horn as well. 

Yours sincerely, 




